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Introduction

The role reason plays in theology is crucial. It is one of four
sources, or foundations, upon which theologies are constructtlnl:
namely, Scripture, tradition, experience, and reason. The authority
we assign to any one of these four sources determines the charactor
and the outcome of our entire theology.

For Bible-believing Christians, as we Adventists are, theo
present question arises: Should the church continue with a theol:
ogy that has Scripture as its determining source, or should it retr.unt,
to tradition, experience, or reason to determine the herme?neu tlt".l!|
keys for the exposition of Scripture and for the construction of; itn
theology? At stake is whether Adventists will maintain the “Solu
Scriptura” principle of the great Protestant reformers and of thu
Adventist pioneers or whether we will turn to sources other' i;lufn
Scripture alone as the final norm and determining authority i1
theology.

We cannot understand and evaluate any theology unless we
know the foundation upon which it is built. A discussion of {hu
foundations of theology should be considered as vital in any
theological enterprise. But, unfortunately, there is a natural I..ml
dency to take foundations for granted. This holds true for physicnl
buildings as well as for theological constructs. Most of us have novor
seen the foundations of the houses we live in. We may repair tho
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walls and roof or simply rearrange the furniture; but we presuppose
solid foundations. Often the only way we can tell whether the
foundations are sound is by looking at some cracks in the super-
structure. For if the foundation of a building is unsound the super-
structure will be unsound, too.!

When we look at current issues in Adventist theology,2 we
notice certain cracks in the superstructure. In not a few instances
some walls that current arguments seek to erect are not solidly
connected to the foundation of our theology, namely the Holy
Scriptures, the written Word of God. Rather than simply to rear-
range the furniture in our house of Adventist theology, it seems
necessary to look closely at the cause of these cracks in order to
clarify the very foundation on which our theology mustbe grounded
and constructed.

My objective is to look at one foundational issue that is erucial
in the shaping of any theology, namely the role of reason. According
to the evangelical scholar Donald Bloesch, the relationship between
faith and reason is “probably the single most important issue in a
theological prolegomena.”® The role of reason in theology should
be of particular interest to Adventists, because we traditionally
have held to a “rxc,nasonahle-faith,”4 even though we are yet to
articulate in any complete manner our understanding of this phrase
and of the relationship of faith and reason in theology.” We shall
address the issue briefly in this article.

Much has been written on the relationship between faith and
reason in theology, and I do not wish to bother the reader unduly
with the long and intricate history of this debate.® But in order to
understand some of the cracks in our Adventist-house of theology,
a brief overview of some basic issues in this debate is necessary and
helpful.

After this preliminary review, we will look at what Scripture
says on the role of reason. If Scripture is the only norm for Adventist
l.heolog}r, as we profess at the beginning of our Fundamental
Beliefs,” and as Ellen White repeatedly insists upon,8 then it is
logical to expect Scripture to be the sole source ofits own exposition
on this important question too.

On the basis of our findings in Scripture we will finally draw

some implications for the role of reason in theology, and Adventist






