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Heralds of Hope
(Titus 2:11-15)

By C. Raymond Holmes
Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary
Andrews University

Contemporary Attitude: Cynicism

The contemporary attitude which provides the background for
this sermon is cynicism: defined as a sneering disbelief in sincerity,
in the straight line, the possibility of undeviating adherence to
truth and doctrine, the “unreligion of the age. . . a systematic
hunting down of all settled convictions.”" Cynicism is a symptom
of the anxiety of emptiness, dread of the “abyss of nothingness.”?
A cynic is a chronic critic. Cynicism laps at faith like waves on a
seashore, eroding hope.

I'begin by telling two stories separated by 25 years of time, but
united by the loss of faith in the imminent return of Jesus that they
illustrate.

The first took place during Advent season, the four Sundays
preceding Christmas, in my first year of ministry in the Lutheran
Church. Even though they precede the celebration of Christ’s birth,
the historic pericope lessons focus on His second Advent.

So I preached a series of sermons on the second coming of the
Lord. Following the last one a lady shook my hand with tears rolling
down her face, and said, “Oh, thank you pastor! We haven’t heard
anything about the second coming of Jesus for years!”

It made me glad to know that a starving soul was fed with
spiritual bread. I was happy and satisfied, feeling I had fulfilled my
calling as a herald of hope.
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Twenty five years later, as a Seventh-day Adventist minister
and Seminary professor, I heard an Adventist educator say that
because of the “delay” in Christ’s return, we can no longer live on
the edge of the second Advent. It is too emotionally and psycholog-
ically wearing. He was applauded by his audience!

It made me sad, and I wondered about the “Adventist” Church
I'had joined. You see the second coming of the Lord has always been
the climax of personal and world history for me, one of the appeals
of Adventism. Faith in the imminent and visible return of Jesus had
eroded in my former Church to the point where believers heard
little or nothing about it anymore, but their hearts yearned to hear
it again! Replaced theologically with realized eschatology, the
preaching of Christ’s visible return virtually disappeared.

Is faith in His soon return eroding among us as well? Are there
those among us too, who yearn to hear it preached again? Who will
not hear it unless we believe the Bible and preach the Bible, rather
than the opinions and philosophies of human kind.

What shall become of us? Are we doomed to become profes-
sional mourners, lamenting a demised faith? Or shall we again be
the kind of heralds of hope that brought this movement into
existence? What shall become of us, and what message we shall
preach, is not determined by the circumstances of history or culture,
but by the decisions we make about the Bible and its message.

An Apostolic Appeal to Adventists

Hidden in thelittle New Testament letter called TITUS is what
appears to be a summary of the Adventist understanding of salva-
tion. This short passage is a portrait of what should occupy the SDA
Churech, its leaders, pastors, and lay members, during the interim.

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.
It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to
live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while
we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God
and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from
all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own,
eager to do what is good. These, then, are the things you should teach.
Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do not let anyone despise
you (Titus 2:11-15).







