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ELLEN WHITE’S ROLE IN
MINISTERING TO GOD’S
END-TIME REMNANT

By Paul A. Gordon
Ellen G. White Estate

The Bible presents only a small sample of world history from
the time it was written, largely focusing on the experience of the
chosen people of God. There were a lot of things happening among
other nations that do not get even a passing nod from the Bible
writers. Scripture might be more accurately described as a chronicle
of the controversy between good and evil in history. Ellen White
supports this concept, when she says:

In the annals of human history, the growth of nations, the rise and
fall of empires, appear asif dependent on the will and prowess of man;
the shaping of events seems, to a great degree, to be determined by
his power, ambition, or caprice. But in the word of God the curtain is
drawn aside, and we behold, above, behind, and through all the play
and counterplay of human interest and power and passion, the
agencies of the All-merciful One, silently, patiently working out the
counsels of His own will (Prophets and Kings, pp. 499, 500).

More than coincidentally, these comments are made in connec-
tion with the grandiose plans of Nebuchadnezzar to establish a
“golden” kingdom in Babylon that would last forever. Ancient
Babylon stood only 55 miles south of Baghdad, Iraq, in the Euphra-
tes river valley. Saddam Hussein has made similar grandiose
plans—in the same area of the world, today. But God still is in
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control. When we draw the curtain of Bible prophecy aside, we
discover that all such plans are doomed to failure.

Ellen White says much the same thing about her writings on
the great controversy theme as she does about the Bible:

To unfold the scenes of the great controversy between truth and
error; to reveal the wiles of Satan, and the means by which he may
be successfully resisted; to present a satisfactory solution of the great
problem of evil, shedding such a light upon the origin and final
disposition of sin as to make fully manifest the justice and benevo-
lence of Ged in all His dealings with His creatures; and to show the
holy unchanging nature of Hislaw, is the object of thisbook (The Great
Controversy, p. xii).

For God’s own reasons, the lives of some people and events of
Bible times are recorded in great detail, while others scarcely get a
verse or two. Some might think that the detailed chronicles are the
most important. But this is not a satisfactory conclusion.

How can we say, for example, that the two chapter creation
account in Genesis 1-2 is less important than the almost endless
details about the Kings of Israel and Judah? The accounts of the
Bible prophets also seem to be uneven. There were the little known
prophets, who wrote no books. Then there were others, like Samuel,
Daniel, and Elijah, who either wrote major messages, or received
detailed coverage. Yet, each prophet received the prophetic call and
was given an important work to do.

In the New Testament, the disciple John concluded his account
of the life of Christ with a confession:

And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which,
if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself
could not contain the books that should be written (John 21:25).

In our time, the life, experience, and writings of Ellen White
have been preserved in large quantity. From her prolific pen have
come about 100,000 pages that we have on hand. A great host of
witnesses, who worked with her and knew her, give additional
details of her work. Sometimes the volume of the record seems
almost overwhelming. But even at that, we do not have everything.
In 1867, a question was asked:

Your last vision was given December, 1865. Many inquire, “If the







