34 Journal of the Adventist Theological Society

send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of
the LORD comes” (Mal. 4:5, NIV).
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DANIELS PRE-ADVENT
JUDGMENT IN ITS
BIBLICAL CONTEXT

By Norman R. Gulley
Southern College of Seventh-day Adventists

Only a few non-Seventh-day Adventist scholars believe in a
pre-advent judgment. It is almost universally overlooked in Daniel
studies.! By contrast, Seventh-day Adventists find in Daniel 7-8,
together with Revelation 14:6, 7, Biblical evidence for a pre-advent
judgment. We call this judgment “pre-advent,” denoting its time;
and “investigative,” denoting its method.

This presentation, employing the hermeneutical principle of
sola scriptura, attempts to follow the Bible’s self-interpretation of
the pre-advent judgment in Daniel. After defining the way the term
“pre-advent judgment” is used, we will document evidence for it in
Daniel, evaluate the alternative view held by most historical critical
scholars, and consider Daniel’s presentation in the light of Leviti-
cus 16, Zechariah 3, Hebrews, and Revelation 13-19. The good news
of the pre-advent judgment is seen in the Biblical salvation-history
context, with Calvary before it, Christ’s intercession during it, and
Armageddon following it.

The Pre-advent Judgment in Daniel

1. Who are judged? The usual definition for the “pre-advent
judgment” focuses on the investigation of God’s people of all ages.
[ concur with this. But many of God’s end-time saints, who live
during this end-time judgment, look on the pre-advent judgment as
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